




 �X Stow garbage in a safe 
place until the morning of 
pick up 

 �X Bring pet food and 
birdfeeders indoors at 
night, or bear-proof  your 
birdfeeders

 �X Clean BBQ grill after use

 �X Spray clean BBQ & trash 
cans with ammonia or 
vinegar to deter bears

 �X Never come between a 
mother bear and her cub

 �X Never, ever feed
the bears! 

Who is J-MCA and what do we do?

To J-MCA board members, 
Chairman, Robert E. Smith; 
Vice Chairman, Travis Boswell; 
Treasurer, Dawn Sanborn; Brian 
Stiehler; Mike Kettles; and Dan 
Allen thank you for your support 
and the donation of your time and 
expertise.  Also thanks to Cynthia 
Strain for all the awesome photos 
and for organizing the Mountain 
Black Bear Festival. 

SPECIAL THANKS:

Th e Highlands School Beta Club 
recycled 5,998.5 pounds of mixed paper 
during the 2010-2011 school year. Th e 
entire school from the principal to every 
classroom is participating, and this very 
important habit is being learned by all 
students throughout the school. Th ank 
you Beta Club members, students, 
teachers, especially Beta Club advisor 
Gina Billingsley, and administrators for 
making this a great recycling success. 

Highlands School 
Recycling

Th e Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance is a grass roots nonprofi t conservation 
organization working on growing sustainable communities within the Cashiers 
and Highlands area. Th is year we instituted a Sustainable Solutions Series, 
which is a spin off  from our past Green Living Fairs. 

In April, May and June, we hosted the following events: Mushroom Cultivation 
Workshop; Highlands and Cashiers Litter Sweeps; “Does Your Forest Talk 
Money?” Hiking and Camping in Black Bear Country; 
Bear Smart Training for businesses and government 
offi  cials; the Mountain Black Bear Festival and Native 
Plants in the Landscape. A special thank you to all who 
participated in these events and to our program presenters.

Bear Smart Initiative Th e goal is to reduce confl icts between bears and humans and to promote 
their safe coexistence by fostering appreciation for bears, addressing the root causes of bear-related 
problems, and teaching principles for living safely with bears. We are committed to helping educate 
people about ways to keep bears wild and safe. Visit our website to learn more about this program.

J-MCA wants to help build stronger communities. We are partnering with several agencies to 
develop solutions on issues such as recycling, water quality, alternative energy and local food 
production. We want to identify needs for assistance and resources within our community, 
and to work towards meeting those needs. We encourage you to participate and to let us 
know if you have any suggestions.

Our programs are dependent primarily upon donations from our members and 
sponsors. Our success is equally dependent on the community and on our faithful 
volunteers, who help make it all happen. 

Join us as we bring people together to develop sustainable solutions.

Be Bear Smart!

Mountain Black Bear Festival
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With great appreciation to our members, volunteers and donors we couldn’t do it without you.

Sustainable Solutions Project
By Michelle Price

Imagine . . . a community with future generations having 
local food to eat, clean water to drink, a functioning natural 
environment and a functioning local economy. Th e Jackson-
Macon Conservation Alliance (J-MCA) is pleased to announce a 
$7,000 grant award from the Highlands Community Foundation. 
Th e entire community will benefi t from this generous gift, which 
will fund Phase I of the Sustainable Solutions Project.

Th e Sustainable Solutions Project will contribute to “place-
based” economic development projects; that build on local 
natural resources and retain wealth within the Town of 
Highlands. Th rough civic engagement, we will foster community 
involvement to ensure this project is a success.

We will identify areas for systemic change: fi rst by promoting 
awareness for and involving its citizens and businesses in 
conversation regarding environmental protection; second by 
exploring opportunities for eco-tourism and green businesses; 
and third by recommending specifi c actions for implementation. 

“Th e Highlands Community Foundation is committed 
to supporting community projects that are timely, well-
planned and meet demonstrated needs. Our grant to the 
Jackson-Macon Conservation Alliance fulfi lled all of those 
requirements”, explained T. Wood Lovell, Chairman of the 
Highlands Community Foundation.

Project partners and J-MCA will host several educational events 
and public forums to share information and to gather community 
input. On August 4, the Highlands Biological Foundation and 
J-MCA are co-hosting Sustainable Energy Solutions part of the 
Zahner Lecture Series presented by the WNC Green Building 
Council at the Highlands Nature Center from 4 to 6 pm.

For more information about the Sustainable Solutions Project 
or to get involved contact Michelle Price, Executive Director, 
J-MCA at 828-526-0890 x256.

A special thank you to the Highlands Community Foundation
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